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TYRE 14,1 years ago 

A New Look 
at Ezekiel's Prophecy 

·onTyre 
Here is clarification on a long misunderstood point. 

I n the early years of Ambassador 
College we all read an intriguing 
booklet challenging the agnostic 

and the atheist. It was titled Proph­
ecy Speaks! In it the author quoted 
Ezekiel's prophecy - actually, God's 
prophetic warning - concerning 
Tyre, the famous port-city of the 
Phoenicians. The author dared his 
doubting readers to face the chal­
lenge of Ezekiel 26: 14: 

"And I will make thee like the top 

4 

By Herman L. Hoeh 

of a rock: thou shalt be a place to 
spread nets upon; thou shalt be built 
no more: for J the Lord have .spoken 
it, saith the Lord God ." 

Here, declared the author, is God's 
challenge to the atheist. Try to 
rebuild ancient Tyre! Dare to defy 
God's Word, which said of this city, 
"Thou shalt be built no more." 

It did seem quite a challenge. It 
was a time when people were inter­
ested in proving the Bible - in 

contrast to the self-centered "me 
generation," interested only in its 
own personal problems. We looked 
into the author's claims. Some of his 
historical interpretation about Tyre 
was inaccurate, as a.nyone reading the 
encyclopedias could readily see. We 
visited the ' site of Tyre in Lebanon to 
acquaint ourselves better with the 
facts. Still, the author's claim that 
this prophecy was a challenge to the 
skeptic today seemed very real. 
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Tyre, 'The Rock' 
Powerful commercial city, 'in the 

midst of the sea' (Ezek. 26) 

Alexander's causeway, 200 feet 
'wide, built from the ruins 
of andent Tyre on the main­
land and cedars of Lebanon 

The layout of the 'Egyptian harbor,' 
now submerged, was established in 
1935 /36 with the aid of aerial photo­
graphs and divers 

And so for years we assumed that 
Ezekiel 26: 14 was a prophecy already 
fulfilled - a living challenge to the 
atheist and skeptic. That is what I 
thought, When visiting the site of 
Tyre in the summer of 1957 with Dr. 
e. Paul Meredith. 

But I was wrong. 
I presupposed the prophecy already 

to have been fulfilled. After all, Adam 
Clarke, in his commentary, assured his 
readers that the Chaldean king Nebu­
chadnezzar destroyed Old Tyre on the 
mainland and it was "never rebuilt." 
And the island city with its ports was 
demolished by the Mamelukes from 
Egypt in A.D. 1291. ' 

The truth is, Adam Clarke was 
wrong. And so was the author of that 
booklet Prophecy Speaks! published 
by the Seventh-day Adventists. Eze­
kiel 26: 14 will not be completely 
fulfilled until the return of Jesus 
Christ to reestablish the government 
of God on earth and to begin to save 
the world as a whole. Verse 20 makes 
it plain that Tyre will not finally be 
uninhabited until the time when God 
says, "I shall set glory in the land of 
the living" - which will occur when 
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Jesus Christ returns in divine glory. 
It is at that time that Jesus will 

command: "And they shall build the 
old wastes, they shall raise up the 
former desolations, and they shall 
repair the waste cities, the desolations 
of many generations" (Isa. 61 :4; 
58:12) . But not Tyre! Of it God says, 
"And I will make thee like the top of a 
rock: thou shalt be a place to spread 
nets upon; thou shalt be built no more: 
for I the Lord have spoken it." 

That is when t'his prophecy of 
Ezekiel will be enforced . 

Now consider the evidence of his­
tory. 

Archaeologists have only begun to 
scratch the surface at Tyre. See the 
February, 1970, and the August, 
1974, issues of National Geographil;. 
But the records of history are suffi­
cient to make the history of Tyre plain . 
Tyre (Hebrew: Sor) was already an 
important Phoenician city in the 15th 
century s.e. Joshua 1-9:29 refers to it 
as "the fortified city of Tyre" (Re­
vised Standard Version). It is men­
tioned again in II Samuel 24:7 as a 
fortress in the days of David.' 

Between these two periods of time 

A beautiful hand-colored 
black-and-white lithograph by 
Louis Haghe of the site of 
Tyre, modern Sur, based on a 
drawing by David Roberts, as 
he saw the city on April 24, 
1839. Roberts drew this view 
from the isthmus now linking 
Sur, the Island city, to the 
mainland. The Sidonian port 
on the north IS still used for 

. coastal shipping. Sur, the 
Arabic city of Tyre, overlies, in 
part, the Crusader, the Roman 
and the Phoenician cities, 
each rebuilt a fter the ra vages 
of war. Modern archaeological 
techniques make clear the 
intent of Ezekiel's prophecy, 
long misunderstood by Bible 
students. 

the Egyptians make reference to 
Tyre's important geographic situa­
tion. An Egyptian school text of the 
period of the judges in Israel reads: 
"Pray, instruct me about Beirut, 
about Sidon and Sarepta . ... They 
say another town is in the sea, named 
Tyre-the-Port" (John A . Wilson, 
"An Egyptian Letter, " Papy rus 
Anastasi I, ANET, p. 477) . Tyre was 
a dual city. Part lay on the coast, part 
offshore on islands of rock. 

Skipping over the numerous bibli ­
cal references to Tyre in the days of 
Solomon and the later kings of Israel 
and Assyria, we come to the time of 
Nebuchadnezzar. God revealed to 
Ezekiel in the year that Jerusalem 
fell that He would bring upon Tyre 
(Tyrus) N ebuchadnezzar king of 
Babylon "from the north, with 
horses , and with chariots, and with 

. horsemen, and companies, and much 
people . . .. And he shall set engines 
of war against thy walls, and with his 
axes he shall break down thy tow­
ers .. , . thy walls shall shake at the 
noise of the horsemen, and of the 
wheels, and of the chariots, when 
he shall enter into thy gates . .. and 
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thy strong garrisons shall go down 
to the ground" (Ezek. 26:7-11). 

Verse 11 ends the prophecy about 
Nebuchadnezzar's siege. Up to this 
point the singular forms " he" and 
"his" are exclusively used to refer to 
the king of Babylon . Sudden~y the 
prophecy shifts to "they" in verse 12: 
" And they shall make a spoil of thy 
riches , and make a prey of thy mer­
chandise: and they shall break down 
thy walls . .. and they shall lay thy 
stones and thy timber and thy dust in 
the midst of the water." 

Why this sudden change in pro­
nouns? Because Nebuchadnezzar did 
not fulfill this verse - but others did , 
years later. The king of Babylon did 
not make a spoil of Tyre's riches. See 
Ezekiel 29 : 17-20. The king had an 
immense army of horsemen and foot 
soldiers, but he had no fleet. He could 
not besiege the walled part of the city 
that lay on the rock offshore. During 
the siege the Phoenicians transported 
their wealth from the mainland to the 
offshore island fortress . When the 
mainland part of the city (Old Tyre) 
fell to the king, the defenders were 
slaughtered. But there was no wealth 
to capture (verse 18). 

Yet God revealed to Ezekiel that ' 
Tyre's wealth would become a spoil 
(Ezek. 26: 12). The prophecy was not 
to be fulfilled all in one generation! 

In the years following Nebuchad­
nezzar's empty victory, the site of Old 
Tyre (Paleotyrus) was rebuilt - con­
trary to Adam Clarke and the author 

An up-to-date photo of 
modern Sur, ancient Tyre, 
taken over a century and a 
quarter after Roberts drew his 
famous views of the site. 
Fishermen are on the bay to 
the north of the isthmus, which 
was created over the 
centuries by the sands 
washing against the mole or 
breakwater built by Alexander 
the Great during the seige of 
Tyre in 332 B.G. 

6 

of Prophecy Speaks! Its old walls 
were not restored, but it became a 
significant open city, extending along 
the shore. This was not at all clear to 
us when we visited Tyre in 1957. 

When Alexander, the king of Mace­
donia, reached the Phoenician coast in 
332 B.C., in his conquest of the Per­
sian empire, he appeared before the 
nobles of Tyre on the mainland . Alex­
ander requested permission to sacri­
fice to the Tyrian god Heracles, from 
whom he claimed descent. At ,that 
time there were two temples of Hera­
cles at Tyre, one on the mainland and 
one on the island fortress (Quintus 
Curtius 4.2.4) . This fact we over­
looked for years. The Tyrians offered 
the Macedonian king the temple on 
the mainland at Old Tyre for his 
sacrifice. The king was insulted and 
demanded to enter the island city or he 
would besiege it! 

The rest is history. Alexander built 
from the quickly abandoned main­
land town a mole linking the main­
land to the island. He took the 
masonry and large stones, the timber 
and the very dust of Old Tyre and 
laid them in the sea to form the mole. 
New Tyre, on the island, fell. Its 
riches were captured. And the mole 
became a peninsula as the sands 
washed against it over the centuries. 

Both Old Tyre and New Tyre were 
resettled. By the time of Jesus the 
city Tyre had again become a thriving 
port (Mark 7:24-31) . It is referred to 
in Acts 12:20-21, during the reign of 

Herod. Pliny, a Roman scholar, 
visited Tyre in the days of the apos­
tles and recorded its size. He com­
puted the circuit of mainland Tyre 
and the island at 19 Roman miles and 
the circumference of the island p'rop­
er at slightly less than 3 miles (Pliny, 
Natural History, 5.17.76). 

But what of the prophecy that 
Tyre would not be rebuilt ? 

Look again at Ezekiel 26. Remem­
ber, verses 7 to II use the singular 
pronoun to refer to Nebuchadnezzar. 
Suddenly, verse 12 uses the plural 
pronoun "they" to refer to Alexander 
and numerous other generals who 
came after him and plundered Tyre 
'- Greeks, Romans, Arabs, the Cru­
saders, the Mamelukes. Ezekiel 26:3 
quotes God as saying that He "will 
cause many nations to come up 
against thee [Tyre] , as the sea caus­
eth his waves to come up." That is 
precisely what has happened through 
history. One nation after another has 
come against Tyre. "They" made a 
spoil of Tyre's riches. 

The Mamelukes, after taking the 
city from the Crusaders near the 
close of the 13th century, dismantled 
the city so it would not again be used 
as a fort by so-called Christian Cru­
saders from Europe against Islam. 

In the next century Sir John 
Maundeville traveled from Cyprus to 
Jerusalem by way of Tyre. He wrote 
of his experience: "In a day and night 
he that hath good wind may come to 

(Continued on page 39) 
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Prophecy on Tyre 
(Continued from page 6) 

the haven of Tyre, which is now 
called Sur. [This is the Arabic word 
for Tyre and means "rock."] Here 
was once a great and good city of the 
Christians, but the Saracens have 
destroyed it in great part, and they 
guard that haven carefully for fear of 
the Christians" ("The Book of Sir 
John Maundeville, A.D. 1322-1356" 
in Thomas Wright, Early Travels in 
Palestine. p. 141). 

A similar indication of the life of 
the Moslem town is given by Bertran­
don de La Brocquiere, one of the last 
medieval travelers, in 1432 (Early 
Travels in Palestine, pp. 282-283). 

Tyre continued to sink into obscuri­
ty until the Metualis occupied the 
district in 1766. It once again grew to 
a few thousand inhabitants. With the 
coming of the state of Israel, Tyre 
rapidly expanded to accommodate 
those Islamic Arabs who fled Palestine 
and settled in southern Lebanon. 

And that is where we are today in 
history. Tyre is still inhabited, still a 
minor port. Its wealth is gone. 

But Ezekiel 26: 13-14 reveals some­
thing yet to happen: "And I" - no 
longer "they," but "I" - "will cause 
the noise of thy songs [they are Arabic 
songs today] to cease; and the sound of 
thy harps shall be no more heard. And 
I" - not "they" - "will make thee 
like the top of a rock: thou shalt be a 
place to spread nets upon; thou shalt 
be built no more: for I the Lord have 
spoken it ... " . 

This is God's doing. He will cause 
the waters of the Mediterranean to 
wash over the site of Tyre till the 
accumulated millennia of rubble are 
washed away, and it is suitable only 
for the spreading of nets between 
tides . This_has never fully happened. 
Oh yes, a small part of New Tyre on 
its western edge is under water. We 
saw it clearly in 1957. But the major 
part of the Phoenician city is covered 
by sand and the accumulated rubble 
of later buildings, roads and burial 
grounds. A significant part lies today 
beneath the modern Arab town. 

This prophecy, much misunder­
stood, is not the challenge to the skeptic 
we assumed. I t is a prophecy yet to be 
fulfilled by Jesus Christ when He 
brings peace to the world! 0 
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PERSONAL 
(Continued from page 2) 

REN! But ONE THING WAS DIFFERENT 
in Jesus' case - HE SUBMITTED IN 
ORDER TO TAKE YOUR 'SINS AND MINE 
ON HIMSELF AND PAY OUR PENALTY 
IN OUR STEAD! He did it ONLY FOR 
US! , 

I have shown you WHY God left 
the world uNjudged UNTIL after the 
government of God is restored to 
earth and Satan is BANISHED from the 
earth. 

But WHY, then, did He give His 
Holy Spirit to the prophets, and WHY 
did He call the CHURCH and give 
those of us CALLED out of the world 
His Holy Spirit and opportunity for 
eternal salvation NOW? 

Because when Christ returns to sit 
on earth's throne, and RESTORE the 
government of God, Christ will need 
an ORGANIZED GOVERNMENT with 
many in many positions of govern­
ment responsibility under Him to 
administer that government to the 
millions and billions of people over 
which it shall rule. 

We of the Church were not called 
for special favors . Not just to "GET" 
salvation before the others. But, in 
order to sit with Christ on His throne 
right here in Jerusalem (where this is 
being written), we need 1) to turn 
from Satan's way of "GET" ~ to 
qualify to sit on that throne - and 2) 
to develop in this human life the 
SPIRITUAL CHARACTER of God - for 
to rule in the KINGDOM OF GOD we 
must have acquired the spiritual 
CHARACTER · of God and become 
immortal GOD BEINGS. 

God is calling us NOW - WHY? 
For the sake of the billions NOT yet 
called - so we may by overcoming 
Satan's way and growing in grace and 
developing GOD'S CHARACTER, be­
come GOD BEINGS in order to HELP 
those other now unjudged humans to 
find the righteous way of life, and 
themselves to be given eternal ' salva­
tion and eternal life IN PEACE, HAPPI­
NESS AND JOY! 

How PERFECT! How WONDERFUL! 
- are GOD'S WAYS - His grand 
PURPOSE and MASTER PLAN! 

SO finally, WHY does the BIBLE not 
record the history of all the gentile 
pagan nations? WHY this gap in the 
Bible? 

The Bible is the revealed knowl­
edge of God. Its PURPOSE is to reveal 
GOD'S PURPOSE, His master plan and 
its working out. 

And that has involved Adam, the 
Flood, ancient Abraham and his fam­
ily, national ISRAEL and Israel's 
prophets and His Church. 

For this purpose, Church history, 
except what is revealed, was not 
necessary for God's purpose in His 
revealed knowledge. God has re­
vealed all that is pertinent to HIS 
PURPOSE AND HIS MASTER PLAN! 

Most biblical prophecies relate to 
our time now, on through the next very 
few years to the Second Coming of 
Christ. Church history from mid-first 
century until now is a GAP - unmen­
tioned -and it was not pertinent to the 
purpose ofthe Bible! 0 

Bibles from 
Ambassador College 

Collection 
I) A particularly fine unrestored copy 
of the ninth German Bible (1483) 
finely printed in Gothic Letter. The 
Bible is encased in an early 16th­
century German binding of blind­
stamped vellum over oak boards with 
metal cornerpieces. 2) The first edition 
of the Douai Bible, containing the first 
volume of the Old Testament. This very 
rare book is the English Romanist 
version of the Bible. The Douai Bible 
had great influence on the Authorized 
version of the English Bible. 3) An 
excellent example of the 13th-century 
Latin Bible, 50 lines to a page, double 
columns, written in a minute but regu­
lar Gothic hand of remarkable clarity. 
4) A fine German Bible, translated in 
1522 and published in Nuremberg in 
1788. Handsomely illustrated with very 
fine woodcuts, the book is bound in 
stamped leather with metal corner­
pieces. See photograph on page 3. 
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